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	THE PARTY WALL ETC. ACT 1996 — SECTION 4(1) & (2)
ADJOINING OWNER'S COUNTER NOTICE
Requiring Additional Party Structure Works or Special Foundation Specifications



1. Statutory Particulars of Parties & Premises
	To (Building Owner(s)):
	[Insert Full Legal Name(s) of Building Owner(s)]

	Building Owner's Address for Service:
	[Insert Full Postal Address & Approved Email if s.15(1A) applies]

	Building Site Address:
	[Insert Full Address of Premises Where Works Are Proposed]

	From (Adjoining Owner(s)):
	[Insert Full Legal Name(s) of Adjoining Owner(s)]

	Adjoining Owner's Premises:
	[Insert Full Address of Adjoining Premises]

	Reference Party Structure Notice:
	Party Structure Notice dated [Insert Date] served on [Insert Service Date]

	Date of Service of Counter Notice:
	[Insert Date — MUST be served within 1 month beginning with the day on which the Party Structure Notice was served]



2. Formal Service of Counter Notice (Section 4(1))
Having received your Party Structure Notice under Section 3 of the Party Wall etc. Act 1996 in respect of the works proposed at the Building Site Address above, I/we, as Adjoining Owner(s), hereby serve this formal Counter Notice pursuant to Section 4(1) of the Act requiring you to incorporate the additional works set out below (select (a) and/or (b) as applicable):
☐  Option A — Section 4(1)(a) (Ancillary Party Wall Features): In respect of the party wall, I/we require you to set back, build, or repair such chimney copings, breasts, jambs, or flues, or such piers or recesses, or other like works as may reasonably be required for the convenience of my/our adjoining premises, specifically: [Insert detailed technical description of required works].
☐  Option B — Section 4(1)(b) (Special Foundations Depth / Load Capacity): Having consented in writing under Section 7(4) to the placing of special (reinforced) foundations on my/our land, I/we require that those special foundations be placed at a specified greater depth of [Insert Depth in metres below datum/ground level] than proposed by you, and/or be constructed of sufficient strength to bear the load to be carried by columns of my/our intended building, specifically: [Insert structural load and column particulars].
3. Mandatory Accompanying Plans, Sections & Particulars (Section 4(2)(a))
In strict compliance with Section 4(2)(a) of the Act, this Counter Notice is accompanied by full plans, sections, and structural/architectural particulars showing the works required:
	Enclosed Drawing / Plan Numbers:
	[e.g., Drawing Nos. AO-01 Rev A, AO-02 Rev A]

	Structural / Specification Refs:
	[e.g., Structural Engineer's Calculation Pack & Specification dated ___]



4. Statutory Proviso, Expenses & Surveyor Appointment (Sections 4(3), 5, 10 & 11)
Under Section 4(3), a Building Owner served with a valid Counter Notice shall comply with the requirements of the Counter Notice unless the execution of those works would be injurious to the Building Owner, or cause unnecessary inconvenience or unnecessary delay in executing the works pursuant to the Party Structure Notice. Reasonable proportionate expenses solely attributable to these Counter Notice requirements shall be defrayed by the Adjoining Owner in accordance with Section 11(6) of the Act (and subject to any security request under Section 12(2)).
In the event that a dispute arises or is deemed to have arisen under Section 5 of the Act, I/we propose Bruce Spenser MSc, LCGI (www.thirdsurveyor.co.uk | b@pwbsl.com | 07927 123469) — or [Insert Name, Qualifications & Contact Details] (a current or former Chartered Construction Professional is recommended) — to act as Agreed Surveyor under Section 10(1)(a), or failing your concurrence, have appointed them as my/our Party Wall Surveyor under Section 10(1)(b).
	STATUTORY 14-DAY DEEMED DISSENT WARNING (SECTION 5)
Pursuant to Section 5 of the Party Wall etc. Act 1996, if the Building Owner served with this Counter Notice does not serve a written notice indicating consent to it within the period of FOURTEEN (14) DAYS beginning with the day on which this Counter Notice is served, the Building Owner shall be deemed to have dissented from this Counter Notice and a statutory dispute shall be deemed to have arisen between the parties to be settled by Award under Section 10.



	Signed by or on behalf of the Adjoining Owner(s)
Signature: ____________________________________
Print Full Name: [Insert Name]
Capacity: Adjoining Owner / Duly Authorised Agent
	Date of Signing:

__________________________

 Qualifications (if Surveyor):
[Insert Qualifications]



5. Building Owner's Return Acknowledgement Slip (Counter Notice)
☐  I/We CONSENT to execute the additional works specified in your Section 4 Counter Notice dated [Insert Date], subject to agreement or determination of proportionate costs under Section 11.
☐  I/We DISSENT from your Section 4 Counter Notice under Section 5 (including on any ground under Section 4(3)) and refer the matter for determination by the appointed Surveyor(s) under Section 10.
	Signed by or on behalf of the Building Owner(s)
Signature: ____________________________________
Print Full Name: [Insert Name]
Capacity: Building Owner / Duly Authorised Agent
	Date of Signing:

__________________________

 Qualifications (if Surveyor):
[Insert Qualifications]



	PRACTITIONER & OWNER GUIDANCE NOTES
1. Strict 1-Month Deadline (s.4(2)(b)): A Section 4 Counter Notice MUST be served within the period of one month beginning with the day on which the Section 3 Party Structure Notice was served, and MUST include plans, sections, and particulars (s.4(2)(a)).
2. Service (s.15): Serve in person, by post to the usual or last-known residence/place of business in the UK, or by electronic communication ONLY where the recipient has previously stated willingness under Section 15(1A).
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